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Department of Accounting, Finance, and
Management Information Systems, Graduate
Graduate Programs in Business
The College of Business offers a Master of Science (MS) in Accounting degree for working executives and professionals.

The Master of Science in Accounting prepares students for careers in accounting; the MS in Accounting degree requires the successful completion of a
minimum of 30 SCH.

There is no thesis option required in the MS program.

Accreditation
The graduate degree programs are accredited by the Association to Advance Collegiate Schools of Business (AACSB) International.

Admission Requirements
A student interested in the MBA, Executive MBA or MS programs must meet the general admission requirements outlined in the Graduate (https://
catalog.pvamu.edu/generalacademicinformation/graduate/) section of this catalog as well as meet College of Business requirements. The admission
decision is based on a combination of factors including, undergraduate cumulative GPA, an essay, an interview and professional work experience.

Regular (Degree-Status) Admission for the Master of Science in Accounting Program
Applicants must be admitted by the Office of Graduate Studies and the College of Business.  Admission to the MS degree program requires the
following:

1. Undergraduate degree from an accredited university. Students without a recent bachelor's degree in business or its equivalent may be required to
completed additional coursework.

2. Cumulative undergraduate grade point average (GPA) of 2.75 or better on a 4.0 scale or has a GPA of 3.0 or better for the last 60 earned hours of
undergraduate credit.  The admissions process takes a holistic approach to review applications. Therefore, individuals with a GPA between 2.50 and
2.74 should contact the director for individual review. 

3. Essay describing answering the prompt: “Please share your short-term and long-term career goals. Explain how the graduate business degree
contributes to accomplishing these goals.” The essay should not exceed 500 words.

Academic Performance Standards
In order to show academic progress, a graduate business student must maintain a cumulative GPA of 3.0 or higher. A student with a cumulative
GPA below 3.0 will be placed on probationary status, academic suspension or academic dismissal as described in the Admission Information and
Requirements (https://catalog.pvamu.edu/admissionsinformationandrequirements/applytograduateschool/) section of the Academic Catalog. A graduate
business student is considered to be in good standing if he or she has:

1. A cumulative GPA of 3.0 or higher.

2. No more than two grades of “C” in core courses.

3. No grade lower than “C” in core courses counted toward their graduate business degree.

4. An approved degree plan.

Probationary Status
A student is placed on probation when his or her cumulative GPA falls below 3.0. A student can stay in probationary status for a maximum of 12
semester credit hours or two consecutive semesters.

Academic Suspension
A student who is on academic probation for more than two consecutive semesters will be suspended from the program. A student under suspension
cannot enroll in any course for one semester. A suspended student may request to return to the program by submitting a written petition to the Director
of Graduate Programs in Business at least 30 days prior to the start of the semester in which they intend to return. In the petition, the student must
identify the problem(s) with their academic performance and steps intended to improve their academic performance. If the petition is approved, the
student may return to the program in probationary status.

Academic Dismissal
After the second academic suspension, a student will be dismissed from the graduate business program. A dismissed student may request readmission
to the program by submitting a written petition to the Director at least 30 days prior to the start of the semester in which they intend to return. The petition
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must identify the problem(s) with the student’s past academic performance and steps planned to improve future academic performance. Readmission to
the program may be possible, but no specific time for a decision is established.

The Two-C Rule
A maximum of two “C” grades in core courses (or six SCH) will be accepted toward the graduate degree.

Repeating a Course (“C” or lower grade)
A student may petition to retake a course to improve a grade. Courses with a grade of “C” or lower may be repeated only once.

Transfer Credit
A new student may transfer a maximum of two courses (6 SCH) from an accredited institution by:

1. Submitting an Approval for Transfer of Credits form to the Director of the Graduate Programs in Business.

2. Submitting a (official catalog) description of the course to the Director.

3. Submitting an official transcript showing a grade of "B" or better in the course(s).

4. Obtaining written approval for the courses from the Director, who will include the transferred hours in the Graduate Degree Plan.

5. Transfer coursework will not be considered or applied to the student's degree that will be more than six (6) years old at the time the degree is
awarded.

A current student in good academic standing may transfer a maximum of six graduate credit hours from an accredited institution by:

1. Attaining degree status and having a cumulative GPA of 3.0 or better.

2. Submitting the official catalog description of the transfer courses to the Director at least four weeks prior to enrollment. A course syllabus may be
required.

3. Obtaining written approval for the course by the Director prior to enrollment.

4. Earning a “B” or better in the course.

5. Requesting that the university where the student took the course send an official transcript (showing the final grade) to the Director.

6. Adhering to the University guidelines and policies regarding the transfer of courses.

Admission to Candidacy and Degree Plan
Admission to the graduate business program does not constitute admission to candidacy. Admission to candidacy will be granted to a degree status
student who has completed at least 12 semester hours of graduate credit with a cumulative GPA of 3.0 or more. The student must submit an Application
for Admission to Candidacy form.

The Director and the Dean must approve the Application for Admission to Candidacy. The approval of the Application for Admission to Candidacy is
granted by the Dean upon approval from the Office of Graduate Studies. Failure to fulfill this requirement may prevent the student from enrolling in the
next semester.


